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Welcome to the Easter Season  
 
 

The Great Fifty Days of Eastertide form a single festival period in which the tone 
of joy created at the Easter Vigil is sustained through the following seven weeks, 

and the Church celebrates the gloriously risen Christ: 
 

Triumphant in his glory now, 
his sceptre ruleth all, 

earth, heaven and hell before him bow, 
and at his footstool fall. 

(Fulbert of Chartres) 
 

Early Christians gave the name Pentecost to this whole fifty-day span of rejoicing, 
which Tertullian calls ‘this most joyful period’ (laetissimum spatium). It is  

sometimes also called ‘Great Sunday’. In those places where the custom of  
lighting the Easter Candle at the beginning of Easter is followed, the lit Candle 

stands prominently in church for all the Eastertide services. The Alleluia appears 
frequently in liturgical speech and song; Morning Prayer begins with the traditional 

collection of Pauline texts known as the Easter Anthems, and white or gold  
vestments and decorations emphasize the joy and brightness of the season. 

 
On the fortieth day there has from the late fourth century been a particular  

celebration of Christ’s ascension. He commissions his disciples to continue his 
work, he promises the gift of the Holy Spirit, and then he is no longer among them 

in the flesh. The ascension is therefore closely connected with the theme of  
mission. The arrival of the promised gift of the Holy Spirit on the day of Pentecost 

completes and crowns the Easter Festival. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Common Worship—Tides and Seasons 
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The Gathering 
 

HYMN ♫  
 
 
 
Crown him with many crowns, 
The Lamb upon His throne; 
Hark, how the heavenly anthem drowns 
All music but its own! 
Awake, my soul, and sing 
Of Him who died for thee, 
And hail Him as thy matchless King 
Through all eternity. 
 
Crown Him the Lord of life, 
Who triumphed o’er the grave 
And rose victorious in the strife 
For those He came to save: 
His glories now we sing, 
Who died and rose on high, 
Who died eternal life to bring 
And lives that death may die. 
 
Crown Him the Lord of love; 
Behold His hands and side, 
Those wounds yet visible above 
In beauty glorified: 
No angel in the sky 
Can fully bear that sight, 
But downward bends His burning eye 
At mysteries so bright. 
 
Crown Him the Lord of peace, 
Whose power a sceptre sways 
From pole to pole, that wars may cease, 
And all be prayer and praise: 
His reign shall know no end, 
And round His piercèd feet 
Fair flowers of paradise extend 
Their fragrance ever sweet. 
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Crown Him the Lord of years, 
The Potentate of time, 
Creator of the rolling spheres, 
Ineffably sublime! 
All hail, Redeemer, hail! 
For Thou hast died for me; 
Thy praise shall never, never fail 
Throughout eternity.  
Matthew Bridges & Godfrey Thring. 

 
 
 
 

The Greeting 
 
Lord, open our eyes 
And we shall behold your glory 
 
Lord, open our ears 
And we shall hear your call. 
 
Lord, open our hearts 
And we shall know your love. 
 
Lord, open our hands 
And we shall show your generosity. 
 
 
Lord, open our lives 
And we shall reveal your glory. 
 
Lord open our lips 
And our mouth shall proclaim your praise 
 
The Lord is here 
His spirit is with us. 
 
Words of Welcome are said and Notices are given 
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The Prayer of Preparation 
 
Almighty God,  
to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, 
and from whom no secrets are hidden: 
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love you, 
and worthily magnify your holy name; 
through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
 

Prayers of Penitence 

Jesus Christ, risen Master and triumphant Lord, we come to you in  
sorrow for our sins, and confess to you our weakness and unbelief. 
 
We have lived by our own strength, 
and not by the power of your resurrection. 
In your mercy, forgive us. 
Lord, hear us and help us. 
 
We have lived by the light of our own eyes, 
as faithless and not believing. 
In your mercy, forgive us. 
Lord, hear us and help us. 
 
We have lived for this world alone, 
and doubted our home in heaven. 
In your mercy, forgive us. 
Lord, hear us and help us. 

 
Almighty God, 
who forgives all who truly repent, 
have mercy upon you, 
pardon and deliver you from all your sins, 
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, 
and keep you in life eternal; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.   
Amen.  
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The Collect 
 
Silence is kept. 
 
 
Risen, ascended Lord,  
as we rejoice at your triumph,  
fill your Church on earth with power and compassion,  
that all who are estranged by sin may find forgiveness 
and know your peace,  
to the glory of God the Father.   
Amen 
 

 
 

The Liturgy of the Word  
 
First Reading:  Acts 1.15-17,21-26 
       
At the end of each reading the reader says 
 
 
In those days Peter stood up among the believers (a group numbering 
about a hundred and twenty) and said, “Brothers and sisters, the Scripture 
had to be fulfilled in which the Holy Spirit spoke long ago through David 
concerning Judas, who served as guide for those who arrested Jesus. He 
was one of our number and shared in our ministry.” Therefore it is 
necessary to choose one of the men who have been with us the whole 
time the Lord Jesus was living among us, beginning from John’s 
baptism to the time when Jesus was taken up from us. For one of these 
must become a witness with us of his resurrection.” 

 So they nominated two men: Joseph called Barsabbas (also known as 
Justus) and Matthias. Then they prayed, “Lord, you know everyone’s 
heart. Show us which of these two you have chosen  to take over this 
apostolic ministry, which Judas left to go where he belongs.” Then they 
cast lots, and the lot fell to Matthias; so he was added to the eleven 
apostles. 
 
This is the word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God.  
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Second Reading    1 John 5.9-13 
 
We accept human testimony, but God’s testimony is greater because it is 
the testimony of God, which he has given about his Son. Whoever 
believes in the Son of God accepts this testimony. Whoever does not 
believe God has made him out to be a liar, because they have not 
believed the testimony God has given about his Son.  And this is the 
testimony: God has given us eternal life, and this life is in his 
Son. Whoever has the Son has life; whoever does not have the Son of 
God does not have life. 

Concluding Affirmations 

 I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God so 
that you may know that you have eternal life. 
At the end of each reading the reader says 
 
This is the word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God.  
 
 
HYMN  ♫  
 
All hail the power of Jesus’ name!  
Let angels prostrate fall; 
Bring forth the royal diadem, 
And crown Him Lord of all. 
 
Crown Him, ye martyrs of your God, 
Who from His altar call; 
Extol Him in whose path ye trod, 
And crown Him Lord of all. 
 
Ye seed of Israel’s chosen race, 
Ye ransomed of the fall, 
Hail Him who saves you by His grace, 
And crown Him Lord of all. 
 
Sinners, whose love can ne’er forget 
The wormwood and the gall, 
Go, spread your trophies at His feet, 
And crown Him Lord of all. 
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Let every kindred, every tribe 
On this terrestrial ball, 
To Him all majesty ascribe, 
And crown Him Lord of all. 
 
O that, with yonder sacred throng, 
We at His feet may fall, 
Join in the everlasting song, 
And crown Him Lord of all!  
Edward Perronet. 
Revised John Rippon. 

 
 
 
 
 
Alleluia, alleluia. 
Jesus said, ‘All who see the Son and believe in him may 
have eternal life; and I will raise them up on the last day.’ 
        John 6.40 
Alleluia. 
 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John 
Glory to you, O Lord. Alleluia.  
 
 
Gospel Reading:   John 17.6-19 
 
 “I have revealed you to those whom you gave me out of the world. They 
were yours; you gave them to me and they have obeyed your word. Now 
they know that everything you have given me comes from you. For I gave 
them the words you gave me and they accepted them. They knew with 
certainty that I came from you, and they believed that you sent me.  I pray 
for them. I am not praying for the world, but for those you have given 
me, for they are yours.  All I have is yours, and all you have is mine. And 
glory has come to me through them.  I will remain in the world no longer, 
but they are still in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, protect 
them by the power of your name, the name you gave me, so that they may 
be one as we are one.  While I was with them, I protected them and kept 
them safe by that name you gave me. None has been lost except the one 
doomed to destruction so that Scripture would be fulfilled. 
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“I am coming to you now, but I say these things while I am still in the 
world, so that they may have the full measure of my joy within them.  I 
have given them your word and the world has hated them, for they are not 
of the world any more than I am of the world.  My prayer is not that you 
take them out of the world but that you protect them from the evil 
one.  They are not of the world, even as I am not of it. Sanctify them by the 
truth; your word is truth.  As you sent me into the world, I have sent them 
into the world. For them I sanctify myself, that they too may be truly 
sanctified. 
 
 
This is the Gospel of the Lord.  
Praise to you, O Christ. Alleluia.  
 

Sermon  
 

Affirmation of Faith 
 
Do you believe and trust in God the Father, 
source of all being and life, 
the one for whom we exist? 
We believe and trust in him. 
 
Do you believe and trust in God the Son, 
who took our human nature, 
died for us and rose again? 
We believe and trust in him. 
 
 
Do you believe and trust in God the Holy Spirit, 
who gives life to the people of God 
and makes Christ known in the world? 
We believe and trust in him. 
 
This is the faith of the Church. 
This is our faith. 
We believe and trust in one God, 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
 



10 

Prayers of Intercession  
 
The following response may be used 
 
Lord, hear us. 
Lord, graciously hear us. 
 
Merciful Father, 
accept these prayers  
for the sake of your Son,  
our Saviour Jesus Christ.  
Amen.  
 
 
 
 

The Peace  
 
The risen Christ came and stood among his disciples 
and said, ‘Peace be with you.’ 
Then were they glad when they saw the Lord. Alleluia. 
       John 20.19, 20 
     
The peace of the Lord be always with you 
And also with you.  
 
Let us offer one another a sign of peace  
 
 
 
HYMN ♫  
 
 
We come as guests invited 

When Jesus bids us dine, 

His friends on earth united 

To share the bread and wine; 

The bread of life is broken, 

The wine is freely poured 

For us in solemn token 

Of Christ our dying Lord. 
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We eat and drink, receiving 

From Christ the grace we need, 

And in our hearts believing 

On Him by faith we feed; 

With wonder and thanksgiving 

For love that knows no end, 

We find in Jesus living 

Our ever-present friend. 

One bread is ours for sharing, 

One single fruitful vine, 

Our fellowship declaring 

Renewed in bread and wine; 

Renewed, sustained and given 

By token, sign and word, 

The pledge and seal of heaven, 

The love of Christ our Lord. 

Timothy Dudley-Smith Copyright © 1975, 1984 Timothy Dudley-Smith/Oxford University 

Press 

 
 

 
The Liturgy of the Sacrament  

 
 

Prayer at the Preparation of the Table  
 
Risen Lord Jesus Christ, 
we believe you, and all we have heard is true. 
When you break bread 
may we recognize you as the fire that burns within us, 
that we may bring light to your world. 
Amen. 
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The Eucharistic Prayer  
 
The Lord is here.  
His spirit is with us  
 
Lift up your hearts.  
We lift them to the Lord  
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
It is right to give thanks and praise.  
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
always and everywhere to give you thanks, 
almighty and eternal Father, 
and in these days of Easter 
to celebrate with joyful hearts 
the memory of your wonderful works. 
For by the mystery of his passion 
Jesus Christ, your risen Son, 
has conquered the powers of death and hell 
and restored in men and women the image of your glory. 
He has placed them once more in paradise 
and opened to them the gate of life eternal. 
And so, in the joy of this Passover, 
earth and heaven resound with gladness, 
while angels and archangels and the powers of all creation 
sing for ever the hymn of your glory. 

 
 

Holy, holy, holy Lord,  
God of power and might,  
heaven and earth are full of your glory.  
Hosanna in the highest.  
 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  
Hosanna in the highest.  
 
Lord, you are holy indeed, the source of all holiness; 
grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit, 
and according to your holy will, 
these gifts of bread and wine 
may be to us the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ; 
who, in the same night that he was betrayed, 
took bread and gave you thanks; 
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he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me. 
 
In the same way, after supper 
he took the cup and gave you thanks; 
he gave it to them, saying: 
Drink this, all of you; 
this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, 
in remembrance of me. 
 
Lord, by your cross and resurrection 
you have set us free. 
You are the Saviour of the world. 
 
And so, Father, calling to mind his death on the cross, 
his perfect sacrifice made once for the sins of the whole world;  
rejoicing in his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension,  
and looking for his coming in glory, 
we celebrate this memorial of our redemption. 
As we offer you this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving, 
we bring before you this bread and this cup 
and we thank you for counting us worthy 
to stand in your presence and serve you. 
Send the Holy Spirit on your people 
and gather into one in your kingdom 
all who share this one bread and one cup, 
so that we, in the company of [N and] all the saints, 
may praise and glorify you for ever, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord; 
by whom, and with whom, and in whom, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
all honour and glory be yours, almighty Father, 
for ever and ever. 
Amen. 
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The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Believing the promises of God, as our Saviour taught us, so we pray 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done; 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those 
who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever.   Amen.  
 
Breaking of the Bread  
 
We break this bread 
to share in the body of Christ. 
Though we are many, we are one body, 
because we all share in one bread. 
 
Agnus Dei  
 
♫ Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world,  
have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world,  
have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world,  
grant us peace. 
 
 
Giving of Communion 

 
Lord, you draw near to us, 
Let us draw near to you. 
You are present in this Sacrament, 
Abide with us always. 
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HYMN ♫  
 
O for a thousand tongues to sing  
My great Redeemer’s praise,  
My great Redeemer’s praise!  
The glories of my God and King,  
The triumphs of His grace! 
 
Jesus! the name that charms our fears,  
That bids our sorrows cease,  
That bids our sorrows cease;  
’Tis music in the sinner’s ears,  
’Tis life, and health, and peace. 
 
See all your sins on Jesus laid;  
The Lamb of God was slain,  
The Lamb of God was slain;  
His soul was once an offering made  
For every soul of man. 
 
He breaks the power of cancelled sin,  
He sets the prisoner free,  
He sets the prisoner free;  
His blood can make the foulest clean,  
His blood availed for me. 
 
He speaks and, listening to His voice,  
New life the dead receive,  
New life the dead receive;  
The mournful, broken hearts rejoice,  
The humble poor believe. 
 
Hear Him, ye deaf; His praise, ye dumb,  
Your loosened tongues employ,  
Your loosened tongues employ;  
Ye blind, behold your Saviour come;  
And leap, ye lame, for joy! 
  

My gracious Master and my God,  
Assist me to proclaim,  
Assist me to proclaim,  
To spread through all the earth abroad  
The honours of Thy name.                                                 Charles Wesley. 
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The Blessing and the Sending Out 
 
God the Father, 
by whose love Christ was raised from the dead, 
open to you who believe the gates of everlasting life.  
Amen. 
 
God the Son, 
who in bursting from the grave has won a glorious victory,  
give you joy as you share the Easter faith. 
Amen. 
 
God the Holy Spirit, 
who filled the disciples with the life of the risen Lord,  
empower you and fill you with Christ’s peace. 
Amen. 
 
and the blessing of God almighty,  
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,  
be among you and remain with you always.   
Amen  
  
 
He is not here. He is risen. 
Go in the peace of Christ. Alleluia, alleluia. 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia. 
 
 
 
A retiring collection will be taken. 
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                                             How Can I Give? 
 Scan the QR Code to see how you can give to the life and work of the 
parishes or visit 
How can I give? – Parish churches of Elstead, Thursley, Shackleford & 
Peper Harow (parishesofetsph.org.uk)  

https://parishesofetsph.org.uk/how-can-i-give/
https://parishesofetsph.org.uk/how-can-i-give/
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