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Service of the Word for the Season of Lent
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The Blessing and the Sending Out

Welcome to the Season of Lent
The Christian community is invited into a season of study and repentance,
for a period of forty days. This reminds us of the forty days that Jesus
spent in the wilderness, being tested by Satan.
The season of Lent begins with Ash Wednesday. Ashes are an ancient
sign of penitence; from the middle ages it became the custom to begin
Lent by being marked in ash with the sign of the cross.
During the season of Lent, Churches are kept bare of flowers and
decoration. Gloria in excelsis is not used.
The Fourth Sunday of Lent (Laetareor Refreshment Sunday) was allowed
as a day of relief from the rigour of Lent, and the Feast of the
Annunciation almost always falls in Lent; these breaks from austerity are
the background to the modern observance of Mothering Sunday on the
Fourth Sunday of Lent.

God of compassion,
through your Son Jesus Christ
you have reconciled your people to yourself.
As we follow his example of prayer and fasting,
may we obey you with willing hearts
and serve one another in holy love;
and the blessing of God almighty,
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be among you and remain with you always.
Amen
Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

As Holy Week approaches, the atmosphere of the season darkens; the
readings begin to anticipate the story of Christ’s suffering and death, and
the reading of the Passion Narrative gave to the Fifth Sunday its name of
Passion Sunday.
Source: Common Worship—Tides and Seasons
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The Gathering

The Peace
Christ is our peace.
If anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation.
The old has passed away:
behold, everything has become new.

HYMN ♫

The peace of the Lord be always with you
And also with you.

Father, we love you,
We worship and adore You,
Glorify Your name in all the earth.
Glorify Your name,
Glorify Your name,
Glorify Your name in all the earth.

Let us offer one another a sign of peace

Jesus, we love You … (etc.)

2 Corinthians 5.17

Spirit, we love You … (etc.)

HYMN ♫

Donna Adkins. Copyright © 1976 Maranatha! Music/Adm. by CopyCare.

It is a thing most wonderful,,
Almost too wonderful to be,
That God’s own Son should come from heaven
And die to save a child like me.

The Greeting

And yet I know that it is true;
He came to this poor world below,
And wept, and toiled, and mourned, and died,
Only because He loved us so.

Words of Welcome are said and Notices are given

The Lord our redeemer be with you
and also with you.

Opening Prayer
God of our days and years,
we set this time apart for you.
Form us in the likeness of Christ
so that our lives may glorify you.
Amen.

I cannot tell how He could love
A child so weak and full of sin;
His love must be most wonderful,
If He could die my love to win.
It is most wonderful to know
His love for me so free and sure;
But ’tis more wonderful to see
My love for Him so faint and poor.

The Prayer of Preparation

And yet I want to love Thee, Lord;
O light the flame within my heart,
And I will love Thee more and more,
Until I see Thee as Thou art.
W. W. How.
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Almighty God,
to whom all hearts are open, all desires known,
and from whom no secrets are hidden:
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love you,
and worthily magnify your holy name;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.
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Prayers of Penitence
Let us confess to God our sins and the shortcomings of the world; its
pride, its selfishness, its greed; its divisions and hatreds.
God our Father, we are sorry
for the times when we have used your gifts carelessly,
and acted ungratefully.
Father in your mercy:
forgive us and help us
We enjoy the fruits of the harvest,
but sometimes forget that you have given them to us.
Father in your mercy:
forgive us and help us
We belong to a people who are full and satisfied,
but ignore the cry of the hungry.
Father in your mercy:
forgive us and help us
We are thoughtless,
and do not care enough for the world you have made.
Father in your mercy:
forgive us and help us
We store up good for ourselves alone,
as if there were no God in heaven.
Father in your mercy:
forgive us and help us
Almighty God,
who forgives all who truly repent,
have mercy upon you,
pardon and deliver you from all your sins,
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness,
and keep you in life eternal;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
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Prayers of Intercession
The following response may be used
Lord, meet us in the silence:
and hear our prayer.
Merciful Father,
accept these prayers
for the sake of your Son,
our Saviour Jesus Christ.
Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer
Believing the promises of God, as our Saviour taught us, so we pray
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name;
thy kingdom come;
thy will be done;
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation;
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
the power and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.
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Behold the man upon a cross,
My sin upon His shoulders;
Ashamed, I hear my mocking voice
Call out among the scoffers.
It was my sin that held Him there
Until it was accomplished;
His dying breath has brought me life –
I know that it is finished.
I will not boast in anything,
No gifts, no power, no wisdom;
But I will boast in Jesus Christ,
His death and resurrection.
Why should I gain from His reward?
I cannot give an answer;
But this I know with all my heart –
His wounds have paid my ransom.
Stuart Townend. Copyright © 1995 Kingsway’s Thankyou Music.

The Apostles Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.
Amen.
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The Collect
Let us pray
Silence is kept.
Most merciful God, who by the death and resurrection of your Son Jesus
Christ delivered and saved the world:
grant that by faith in him who suffered on the cross
we may triumph in the power of his victory;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.
Amen.

The Liturgy of the Word
First Reading: Psalm 119.9-16
How can a young person stay on the path of purity? By living according to
your word. I seek you with all my heart; do not let me stray from your
commands. I have hidden your word in my heart so that I might not sin
against you. Praise be to you, Lord; teach me your decrees. With my lips
I recount all the laws that come from your mouth. I rejoice in following
your statutes as one rejoices in great riches. I meditate on your precepts
and consider your ways. I delight in your decrees; I will not neglect your
word.
Second Reading Hebrews 5.5-10
In the same way, Christ did not take on himself the glory of becoming a
high priest. But God said to him, “You are my Son; today I have become
your Father.” And he says in another place, “You are a priest forever,
in the order of Melchizedek.” During the days of Jesus’ life on earth, he
offered up prayers and petitions with fervent cries and tears to the one
who could save him from death, and he was heard because of his
reverent submission. Son though he was, he learned obedience from what
he suffered and, once made perfect, he became the source of eternal
salvation for all who obey him and was designated by God to be a high
priest in the order of Melchizedek.
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At the end of each reading the reader says

Gospel Reading: John 12.20-33

This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Now there were some Greeks among those who went up to worship at
the festival. They came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, with
a request. “Sir,” they said, “we would like to see Jesus.” Philip went to tell
Andrew; Andrew and Philip in turn told Jesus. Jesus replied, “The
hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. Very truly I tell you,
unless a kernel of wheat falls to the ground and dies, it remains only a
single seed. But if it dies, it produces many seeds. Anyone who loves their
life will lose it, while anyone who hates their life in this world will keep it for
eternal life. Whoever serves me must follow me; and where I am, my
servant also will be. My Father will honour the one who serves me.
“Now my soul is troubled, and what shall I say? ‘Father, save me from this
hour’? No, it was for this very reason I came to this hour. Father, glorify
your name!” Then a voice came from heaven, “I have glorified it, and will
glorify it again.” The crowd that was there and heard it said it had
thundered; others said an angel had spoken to him. Jesus said, “This
voice was for your benefit, not mine. Now is the time for judgment on this
world; now the prince of this world will be driven out. And I, when I am
lifted up from the earth, will draw all people to myself.” He said this to
show the kind of death he was going to die.

HYMN ♫
I heard the voice of Jesus say:
‘Come unto Me and rest;
Lay down, thou weary one, lay down
Thy head upon My breast.’
I came to Jesus as I was,
Weary and worn and sad;
I found in Him a resting place,
And He has made me glad.
I heard the voice of Jesus say:
‘Behold I freely give
The living water, thirsty one,
Stoop down and drink and live.’
I came to Jesus, and I drank
Of that life-giving stream;
My thirst was quenched, my soul revived,
And now I live in Him.

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.
This is the gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

I heard the voice of Jesus say:
‘I am this dark world’s light;
Look unto Me, thy morn shall rise,
And all thy day be bright.’
I looked to Jesus, and I found
In Him my Star, my Sun;
And in that light of life I’ll walk,
Till travelling days are done.

Sermon
HYMN ♫
Horatius Bonar.
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How deep the Father’s love for us,
How vast beyond all measure,
That He should give His only Son
To make a wretch His treasure.
How great the pain of searing loss –
The Father turns His face away,
As wounds which mar the Chosen One
Bring many sons to glory.
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