AN ORDER FOR NIGHT PRAYER
(COMPLINE)
9th August 2020

The ancient office of Compline derives its
name from a Latin word meaning
‘completion’ (completorium). It is above all a
service of quietness and reflection before
rest at the end of the day.
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Preparation
The Lord almighty grant us a quiet night and a perfect end.
All Amen.
Our help is in the name of the Lord
All who made heaven and earth.
A period of silence for reflection on the past day may follow.
All Most merciful God,
we confess to you,
before the whole company of heaven and one another,
that we have sinned in thought, word and deed
and in what we have failed to do.
Forgive us our sins,
heal us by your Spirit
and raise us to new life in Christ. Amen.

The Conclusion
In peace we will lie down and sleep;
All for you alone, Lord, make us dwell in safety.
Abide with us, Lord Jesus,
All for the night is at hand and the day is now past.
As the night watch looks for the morning,
All so do we look for you, O Christ.
The Lord bless us and watch over us;
the Lord make his face shine upon us and be gracious to us;
the Lord look kindly on us and give us peace.
All Amen.

O God, make speed to save us.
All O Lord, make haste to help us.
All Glory to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning is now
and shall be for ever. Amen.
The Collect – Sunday 9th August
Almighty God, who sent your Holy Spirit to be the life and light of
your Church:
Open our hearts to the riches of your grace, that we may bring
forth the fruit of the Spirit in love and joy and peace: through Jesus
Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen

Silence is kept.
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Intercessions and thanksgivings may be offered here.
The Lord’s Prayer
All Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name;
thy kingdom come;
thy will be done;
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation;
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
the power and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.
Hymn
The Collect for Aid against all Perils
All Lighten our darkness, Lord, we pray,
and in your great mercy
defend us from all perils and dangers of this night;
for the love of your only Son,
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
The Lord is my light and my salvation;
the Lord is the strength of my life.
The Lord is my light and my salvation;
the Lord is the strength of my life.
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Almighty God,
who sent your Holy Spirit
to be the life and light of your Church:
open our hearts to the riches of your grace,
that we may bring forth the fruit of the Spirit
in love and joy and peace;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever..
All Amen.

The Word of God
Song of Solomon 8.5-7 - Homecoming
Who is that coming up from the wilderness,
leaning upon her beloved?
Under the apple tree I awakened you.
There your mother was in labour with you;
there she who bore you was in labour.
Set me as a seal upon your heart,
as a seal upon your arm;
for love is strong as death,
passion fierce as the grave.
Its flashes are flashes of fire,
a raging flame.
Many waters cannot quench love,
neither can floods drown it.
If one offered for love
all the wealth of one’s house,
it would be utterly scorned.
This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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2 Peter 3.8-13
But do not ignore this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day
is like a thousand years, and a thousand years are like one day.
The Lord is not slow about his promise, as some think of slowness,
but is patient with you, not wanting any to perish, but all to come to
repentance. But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, and then
the heavens will pass away with a loud noise, and the elements
will be dissolved with fire, and the earth and everything that is done
on it will be disclosed.
Since all these things are to be dissolved in this way, what sort of
people ought you to be in leading lives of holiness and godliness,
waiting for and hastening the coming of the day of God, because of
which the heavens will be set ablaze and dissolved, and the
elements will melt with fire? But, in accordance with his promise,
we wait for new heavens and a new earth, where righteousness is
at home.
This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Homily
Into your hands, O Lord, I commend my spirit.
All
Into your hands, O Lord, I commend my spirit.
For you have redeemed me, Lord God of truth.
All
I commend my spirit.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.
All
Into your hands, O Lord, I commend my spirit.
Keep me as the apple of your eye.
All
Hide me under the shadow of your wings.

Nunc Dimittis (The Song of Simeon) Luke 2.29-32
All Save us, O Lord, while waking,
and guard us while sleeping,
that awake we may watch with Christ
and asleep may rest in peace.
Now, Lord, you let your servant go in peace:
your word has been fulfilled.

My own eyes have seen the salvation
which you have prepared in the sight of every people;
A light to reveal you to the nations
and the glory of your people Israel.
Glory to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning is now
and shall be for ever. Amen.
All Save us, O Lord, while waking,
and guard us while sleeping,
that awake we may watch with Christ
and asleep may rest in peace.
Prayers
The day is almost over, and the night has come;
let us pray with one heart and mind.
Silence is kept.
As our evening prayer rises before you, O God,
so may your Spirit come down upon us
to set us free to sing your praise for ever and ever.
All Amen.
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