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The original church of St James at Elstead was built in the 12th century 

and enlarged in the 19th and 20th centuries. For more than eight hundred 

years, this wonderful old building has been a spiritual home for the 

village. 

Like all community buildings it needs constant maintenance and 

improvement to meet the changing needs of our village community. 

Friends of St James’ Church Trust 

The Friends of St James’ Church is a Charitable Trust, formed in 2001, 

to help fund improvements and maintenance of the church building. In 

the early years much of the initial income came from grant-making bodies 

such as SITA. Currently, most of the money comes from village residents 

in the form of donations and legacies. We also appeal to those that use 

the church, for example for weddings and christenings, and there are 

those from the wider community. 

We are grateful to the Friends of St James’ Church who regularly donate. 

However, we are always looking for additional Friends to maintain the 

level of support we are able to provide.  

Fit for the next 50 years 

We are aiming to support making St James’ Church “fit for the next 50 

years” as the village changes in size. We aim to meet the obligations of 

the Church of England’s wish to be carbon neutral by 2030. Working with 

the Parochial Church Council, who are undertaking the re-ordering of the 

church, we are exploring ‘green’ initiatives to heat the church. This is an 

exciting project which could have a lasting legacy for future generations. 

Day-to-day maintenance 

In addition we need to support the day-to-day maintenance of the church. 

A five yearly survey is carried out by the Diocese to determine what is 

required to maintain the fabric of the church.  The Friends of St James’ 

Church contribute to the costs of this work. 

 



 

 

Contributing to major projects  

Some of the major projects the Friends have been involved in supporting 

over the past 22 years have been: 

• rebuilding one third of the churchyard wall which was in danger of 

collapse 

• re-rendering some of the oldest church walls 

• installing a glass entrance door (etched with the outline of St James) 

• maintaining the organ 

• the addition of a memorial garden with stone plaques for use of those 

wishing to remember loved ones in the churchyard. 

How you can get involved 

• Become a Friend of St James’ Church - you can regularly or 

occasionally donate or leave a legacy. 

• Identify Grant giving organisations for major projects. 

• Organise fund raising events to attract ‘all ages’ in the wider 

community of Elstead and beyond. These are usually geared to a 

particular project.  

 

 

  



 

 

Boost your donation by 25p of Gift aid for every £1 you donate. 

If you are a UK taxpayer and eligible to Gift Aid your donation, please 
complete this form and return it to The Secretary, The Friends of St 
James’ Church Elstead, Charitable Trust, 25 Silver Birches Way, 
Elstead, Surrey GU8 6JA.  Secretary:  fosj@gmail.com 
 
I want to Gift aid my donation of £……….  
 
This donation is for the Friends of St James’ Church Elstead  
Please treat as Gift Aid donations all qualifying gifts of money made 
from the date of this declaration and in the past four years. I am a UK 
taxpayer and understand that if I pay less Income Tax and/or Capital 
Gains Tax than the amount of Gift Aid claimed on all my donations in 
that tax year it is my responsibility to pay any difference to HMRC. 
 
 
Full Name: .............................................................................................  
 
Address:  ...............................................................................................  

 ..............................................................................................................   

Post Code..............................................................................................  

Tel:  ...................................................    Email:  ....................................  
 
Signature: ............................................................. Date:  
 

The Friends of St James’ Church, Elstead are following the procedures 

of the General Data Protection Regulations 2018. 

I am happy to be contacted by (tick as appropriate): 

☐ Post  

☐ Email 

 
I give permission for my details to be stored for the purpose of 
communications and the yearly collection from HMRC of Gift Aid 
allowed on my donation (signature)  ___________________ 


